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The conference report was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader is recognized. 
f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that we now pro-
ceed to a period for morning business, 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 
There will be no more votes tonight. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Ohio. 
f 

COMMEMORATING JOHN GLENN’S 
‘‘FRIENDSHIP 7’’ SPACE FLIGHT 

Mr. PORTMAN. Madam President, I 
would like to take the opportunity 
today to recognize the remarkable 
achievements of a former Senator from 
Ohio. The State of Ohio is known as 
the birthplace of aviation, it is the 
home of the Wright Brothers and the 
home to 24 astronauts. I have the privi-
lege of calling two of these astronauts, 
Neil Armstrong and John Glenn, my 
friends. Today, I would like to take a 
few minutes to commemorate the tre-
mendous achievement of one of these 
heroes by celebrating the upcoming 
50th anniversary of the historic 1962 
flight of NASA’s Mercury Spacecraft, 
nicknamed Friendship 7. 

Fifty years ago on February 20, 1962, 
Friendship 7, piloted by John Glenn, 
performed 3 successful orbits of the 
Earth at 17,400 miles per hour, and 
made John Glenn the first American to 
orbit the earth. While in orbit, John 
Glenn performed a series of break-
through experiments to test human 
ability to function in the 
weightlessness of space. He then suc-
cessfully piloted the spacecraft manu-
ally after a malfunction in the auto-
matic flight controls, overcoming se-
vere oscillation and a dwindling fuel 
supply during reentry, and completing 
the mission by landing the spacecraft 
safely in the Atlantic Ocean 4 hours, 55 

minutes and 23 seconds after initial 
launch. He returned a national hero. 

His historic flight inspired scientific 
curiosity and national enthusiasm for 
further space exploration, paving the 
way for America’s continued domi-
nance in space operations. 

In 1998 Senator Glenn again dem-
onstrated his tremendous courage and 
reentered space at the age of 77, aboard 
the Space Shuttle Discovery, to exam-
ine the effect of space flight on the el-
derly. 

Space exploration is not, however, 
Senator Glenn’s only remarkable 
achievement. He set the trans-
continental speed record in 1957 for the 
first flight to average supersonic speed, 
flying at an average speed of 723 miles 
per hour, from Los Angeles to New 
York. Then in 1996 Senator Glenn set a 
new record, along with co-pilot Phillip 
Woodruff, of an average speed of 229 
miles per hour in a 367-mile flight from 
Dayton, Ohio to Washington, DC. 

In addition to these contributions to 
scientific exploration and NASA, John 
Glenn gave 23 years of service to the 
U.S. Marine Corps; is a veteran of two 
foreign wars; flew 149 combat missions; 
was awarded the Distinguished Flying 
Cross five times; and retired a colonel 
in 1965. 

Ten years later he began a career in 
the U.S. Senate, contributing 24 years 
of service as a U.S. Senator from the 
State of Ohio from 1975 to 1999. 

In 1998 the John Glenn Institute for 
Public Service and Public Policy at 
The Ohio State University was created 
and Senator Glenn became an adjunct 
professor in OSU’s School of Public 
Policy and Management in the Depart-
ment of Political Science. 

Then, in 2006 the John Glenn Insti-
tute for Public Service and Public Pol-
icy merged with the School of Public 
Policy and Management to form the 
John Glenn School of Public Affairs at 
The Ohio State University, which pre-
pares future generations of public serv-
ants. I myself have had the privilege of 
co-teaching four classes at the Glenn 
School and have the honor of serving 
on its board of advisors along with Sen-
ator Glenn and his incredible wife 
Annie. She has been a tremendous 
partner for Senator Glenn through all 
of these experiments we have been 
talking about tonight. 

Senator Glenn’s tremendous achieve-
ments have paved the way for future 
generations to follow in his footsteps 
by continuing to make the United 
States a global leader in science, tech-
nology, education, military service and 
public service. I once again commend 
Senator John Glenn on the success of 
his historic 1962 flight aboard NASA 
Spacecraft Friendship 7. 

Madam President, I yield the floor. 
f 

REMEMBERING KENNY BAKER 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

today I rise to mourn the loss of a 
great American veteran and a musical 
legend in Kentucky’s own signature 
genre, bluegrass. 

Mr. Kenny Baker of Letcher County 
passed away in July of 2011. He was 85 
years old. Although Mr. Baker is no 
longer with us, his monumental con-
tribution to the musical world will re-
main for many years to come. 

Mr. Baker was most widely known 
for his innovative style of fiddle play-
ing that many have referred to as 
‘‘long bow fiddling.’’ He would use 
every inch of the bow, from tip to tip, 
to produce a sound unlike any other in 
the world of bluegrass music. Mr. 
Baker picked up the fiddle at the 
young age of 5 years old and went on to 
write an astonishing 92 musical num-
bers throughout his lifetime. 

He enlisted in the U.S. Navy during 
World War II and was assigned to a de-
stroyer escort ship in the Pacific the-
ater. But once the Navy learned of his 
musical ability, he was quickly trans-
ferred from his station to entertain 
troops in the South Pacific. After hon-
orable service to his country in the 
Armed Forces, Mr. Baker returned to 
Letcher County and found work in the 
coal industry of eastern Kentucky but 
his musical journey was far from over. 

Kenny Baker started playing the fid-
dle professionally in 1953 and played in 
the company of musical greats such as 
Don Gibson, Bobby Osborne, Josh 
Graves, and famous bluegrass inno-
vator Bill Monroe. After taking a few 
years to get acquainted with the world 
of the music industry, he finally set-
tled down and found a permanent home 
in the band Monroe’s Blue Grass Boys. 

On Mr. Baker’s extensive musical 
journey, he regularly played at the 
Grand Ole Opry, recorded hit albums, 
played numerous concerts, and even 
had the distinct honor to play the fid-
dle for President Jimmy Carter at the 
White House. However, his greatest 
achievement came when he was named 
to the International Bluegrass Music 
Hall of Honor in 1999. 

Mr. Baker spent his final years 
teaching children the value and impor-
tance of music in their lives. His gen-
erosity and love for music and music 
education will be greatly missed, not 
only by his wife Audrey Baker; his 
sons, Johnny Lee and Kenneth Junior; 
and many other beloved family mem-
bers and friends, but also by genera-
tions of fans and fans to come of blue-
grass music, as well as the residents of 
the great Commonwealth of Kentucky. 

So, Mr. President, I would like to ask 
that my Senate colleagues join me in 
honoring Mr. Kenny Baker not only for 
his service to our country but also for 
his great contributions to the creative 
field of music. The Lexington Herald- 
Leader recently published an article 
recognizing Mr. Baker’s incredible life. 
I ask unanimous consent that the full 
article be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 04:04 Feb 07, 2012 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00016 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A06FE6.003 S06FEPT1P
W

A
LK

E
R

 o
n 

D
S

K
7T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-07T13:05:40-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




